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Editor's Note: Akbar Abdullah 

It is gratifying to note that our young and energetic General Secretary, Brother Amir Aziz, toured so many 
Jama 'ats in Europe and the Caribbean in a such short time to uplift them. Jazak Allah! 

His visits to Holland and to our resplendent Berlin Mosque were a bustle of activities that are bound to 
thrill the hearts of our worldwide Ahmadiyyah community. All praise is due to Allah. Aameen. 

You will notice fragmented dates of his activities in Europe, especially in the case of visits to our Berlin 
Mosque, which was mainly due to a varied itinerary. The following tour schedule will explain the 
fragmented dates of his activities in Europe. 

1. On 18th January Brother Amir Aziz arrived in Berlin and stayed there till the end of the month. 

2. On February 1st he arrived in Holland and left for the Caribbean on 10th February. 

3 From 10th February till March 6th he visited Suriname, Guyana and Trinidad. 

4. From March 6th and onward Brother Amir Aziz spent some time in Holland and then went on to Berlin 
around March 16th for the Berlin Mosque opening and Solidarity Meeting and stayed there till the end of 
the month before his return to Pakistan. 

On Br Amir Aziz's second trip to the Berlin Mosque, Brother A. S. Santoe Sahib, Representative of 
Central Anjuman in Europe, accompanied him. 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of reports and photographs taken during the tour of Brother Amir 
Aziz, General Secretary of Central Anjuman, which we are elated to publish for the reading and viewing 
pleasure of our valued members. 

As always, your feedback is welcome. 




GERMANY 



Mr. Ahmad Saadat (temporary caretaker of the Berlin Mosque) and I set off for Berlin on 18th January 
and reached there the same day. 



Impression of Mosque 

I was amazed to see such a magnificent building of the Mission House and the Mosque. I would like to 
mention that the Berlin Mosque and Mission House are the most expensive and enviable asset and 
cultural heritage of AAIIL. 
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Interview with journalist 

On the second day a journalist came for an 
interview and information about us. We took him 
to the Mosque and informed him about our 
Movement. This interview has been published in 
the weekly magazine. The same day we got an 
appointment with the imam of a Turkish mosque. 




Meeting with Turkish Imam 

On the third day we visited a Turkish mosque and met the imam and other people. They are nice and very 
tolerant Muslims, but a Pakistani from Azad Kashmir was there to make fuss. When we introduced 
ourselves as Lahori Ahmadis he started yelling in German and Turkish that we are non-Muslims, etc. The 
hall was full of people. By the grace of Allah, the main person sitting there asked me if I know Arabic and 
this turned the table. 




Person in charge of Turkish Mosque 73 (1) 



Discussion with Turkish imam 



I explained to him our beliefs and convinced him to the extent that he announced we are Muslims. The 
Pakistani started grumbling that they are munafiqin (hypocrites), kafir, etc. but that person kept talking to 
me in Arabic and in the end announced that we are Muslims and the charges against us are baseless. The 
Pakistani man stood up and left in a rage. 



It was a productive day in that we were able to convey our message to a large community. 



Friday service (21st January) 

I delivered the Friday sermon. Some local people, Egyptians, and a Turkish tourist also attended the 
prayer. 

I had a good discussion with the Egyptian and also with Ahmad Khurshid. 




Explaining Islam to visitors 



Meeting with Danish Church officials 

The same day, Mr. Yasir Aziz, my youngest brother, arranged a dinner for the Danish Church officials. 
The husband and wife came and stayed with us for three hours. I told them about the Movement and about 
the first translation of the Holy Quran into English by Maulana Muhammad Ali. They were very 
interested to see the Mosque; we took them there and explained about prayer. 




Meeting with business leader (22nd January) 



We met with a business community head and 
his wife. They visited us and showed their 
concern for the Mosque. They had already 
developed contact with Mr. Yasir Aziz. They 
came to meet me and we had a discussion for 
two hours. Allah gave us great success 
as they said: "Mr. Aziz, in these two hours 
you have changed our views about Islam 
and we tell you that you people are the future 
and hope of Germany and Europe." I 
presented them a book of Dr. Zahid Aziz, 
Islam Peace and Tolerance, and the German 
Religion of Islam. 

They invited us on Thursday to a meeting 
where many Germans attended. I was the 
chief guest to talk about the liberal view of Islam. The meeting was held in a radio station. 




They were of the view that our version of Islam is what is needed of the time and we must come forward 
and meet the leaders in Germany and Europe. 



Meeting with a Muslim brother 

I met with the person who had accepted Islam at the hand of Butt Sahib. He now has three young boys. It 
was sad to know that we lost them. He promised to come to the Mosque again and his children started 
attending the Friday prayers. 



Meeting with senior officers of the Immigration and Integration Department (24th 
January) 




Yasir had arranged a meeting with the higher 
authority of the Immigration and Integration 
Department. This official visited him in the 
Mosque; he is a very nice and accommodating 
person. Yasir presented him with a copy of The 
Religion of Islam. 

He called us in his office and his colleague, Dr. 
Robin Schneider, also joined the meeting. He is 
Head of the Religious Affairs Ministry of the Berlin 
Government. Both conveyed their sympathy about 
the attack and I explained to them about the 
peaceful teachings of our Movement. They are 



happy about our Movement and said that it's acceptable for their society and in Europe. 

I asked them about visa facilities for two families for our Mission as it is very big and for one person, it is 
difficult to handle. They agreed to it and asked me to launch formal detailed applications. They assured 
that they will assist to get visas for two small-size families. 

They asked if Mosque needs repair and I told them about the situation with the Monument Department. 
They are ready to assist to meet the higher officials of the Monument Department and they said 
would talk to the Department. 



Meeting at radio station (25th January) 

It was a hectic day. In the morning we went to a radio station which has the largest network in Europe and 
also in Canada - Energy Radio Berlin. There were almost sixty people who introduced themselves and 
their organization. 

I had been given the maximum time to introduce our Movement and say how it can be the most effective 
Islamic organization in Berlin and across the rest of Europe. With Allah's grace, it was a great 
introduction and everyone liked our ideology. They got so interested that they decided to hold a meeting 
in our Mosque, which took place on 10th March. 




An elderly lady said, "I love your mosque because my whole childhood is linked to it. I used to pass by it 
for school and used to see its minarets every day." I told her that even today it is open for her and invited 
her to visit it. 



Parliamentarians visit Mosque 




At 12 o'clock four Members of Parliament had a meeting with 
me at the Mission House. The head of the delegation presented 
me with a copy of the statement from his party condemning the 
attack on our mosque. 

These Parliamentarians asked me if I wanted them to issue a 
statement on my behalf that the owner of the Mosque is the 
oldest Muslim group in Germany and this group respects the 
law of Germany. The statement also says that we condemn all 



sorts of terrorist activities and the basis of our Movement is that Islam is the religion of peace and 
tolerance. 

I explained to them our position in Pakistan. They asked me how many members we have in Berlin, for 
which I had no answer, but they liked me reply that all rational, tolerant and peace-loving citizens of 
Berlin are our members. 

They visited the Mosque and I requested them to take me to the Monument Department so that I could 
talk to the relevant authority. They promised to arrange a meeting for me. 



Conference organized by Bosnian Muslims (26th January) 



We attended a conference organized by Bosnian 
Muslims with the cooperation of the Berlin 
Government. To my amazement, when I 
introduced myself as being from Die Moshe 
Berlin, they thanked me for being there. Their 
head specifically thanked me, saying that twenty 
years back they used our mosque and mission 
house for their activities. 





Once again, another Pakistani was there, whose 
ears and face got red with rage knowing that the 
General Secretary of AAIIL was present. He 
ignored us when he was asked to talk and 
translate but once again Allah was there to help. 
My Bosnian batch fellow from Al Azhar 
University is there as Naib Imam, and the whole 
problem was over. We started talking in Arabic 
and he entertained me and Ahmad a lot. It was a 
good experience. We can understand how 
important our Mosque is ! 



Naib imam of Bosnian Muslims (r) 



They showed me three translations of the Holy Quran in the Bosnian language and hundreds of books on 
Islam. It would have been a good chance for us to work and make a Jammat in that area. Even now we 
must start thinking about it. 



Meeting with Monument Department officials 

It's a great success that Santoe Sahib and I were able to meet with the Monument Department Officer who 
is responsible for the renovation of our mosque. It was a fruitful meeting and we got a breakthrough. Now 
the system and situation has changed a lot. We hope that in the coming year we will be able to make 
progress in this direction. 



Formal opening of Mosque (18th March) 



On Friday 18 March, we formally announced the opening of 
the Mosque with Friday prayer being attended by more than 
fifty people, including Christians, Sufis, Arabs, and others. 




Solidarity Day (19th March) 

It was a great occasion which this Mosque witnessed after years. People from political parties, the 
business community, neighbours, the Church, and Arabs participated. Two parliamentarians, one from the 
CDU Party and other from the Green Party, addressed the audience. A UPF member also addressed the 
gathering. 




Dr. Jawad Ahmad was the master of ceremony and he expertly and enthusiastically conducted the 
programme. 



The programme started with the recitation of the Holy Quran by Mr. Yasir 
Aziz. His enchanting voice cast a spell on the audience. 

I formally inaugurated the programme on behalf of Central Anjuman and 
explained the importance of knowledge in Islam to achieve a peaceful and 
tolerant society. It was much appreciated. 

Mr. Fried, the representative of the UPF, addressed the gathering and 
appreciated our efforts and thoughts about Islam. 

Then Mr. Azhar ud Din, representing the UK delegates, gave a brief speech 
relevant to the topic. 

Mr. Elvin Karim represented the Holland Jammat and delivered a short speech expressing his feelings, 
and offered his cooperation. 

Mr. Gorge Oliver, parliamentarian of the Green Party, presented his views and appreciated the AAIIL, its 
ideology, and its efforts. 

Mr. Evers, a local Berlin Parliamentarian, commended our efforts for the propagation of rational, tolerant 
and peaceful Islam. 
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Regional Representative Mr. A.S. Santoe, with the help of a Power Point Presentation, explained how 
Islam preaches peace and tolerance in the society. 




I asked the audience to stand in silence for one minute and pray for the tsunami-affected victims of Japan. 

I concluded the meeting with a note of thanks and dua, and this was followed by dinner. 

We were able to collect about ten thousand Euros, with the biggest contributor being Central Anjuman 
donating 8,800 Euros. 




Discussion on AAIIL concept with visitors 



Delegates 







Some of the delegates from Europe who made the programme a success 



Meeting of European Representatives 

The same evening a meeting was held with all members of the European Jammats who had attended the 
programme. The meeting was chaired by A.S. Santoe Sahib and conducted by me. The following 
recommendations were prepared for the Central Anjuman to act on promptly: 

1. An international matrimonial website should be set up for members of AAIIL. 
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2. 



3. 

4. 



To provide finances for the Berlin Mission, a page should be set up on Facebook as Friends of the 

Berlin Mosque. Each member should pay ten Euros per month. A comprehensive five-year plan 

should be made to make it a self-sufficient Centre. 

A wuzu khana, washroom, and sitting room should be constructed adjacent to the Mosque. 

All members across the world should be advised that those who can afford to spend their summer 

holidays in Europe should stay in the Berlin Mission house and work for its rehabilitation. 

A well-versed imam should be appointed in the Berlin Mosque who can make it an active and a 

popular Centre in the whole Europe. This imam can look after other Jammats in Europe and the 

Caribbean. 



My personal views 



1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 



The Berlin Mosque and Mission House can be our second Centre and can be made a very dynamic 

and vibrant centre. 

It is the only centre through which we can establish new Jammats in Europe and neighbouring 

countries. 

Through it we can efficiently control all existing Jammats in Europe and other parts of the world. 

Printing is comparatively cheaper in Berlin and we can use that proposition as well. 

We can get political power and influence once we make it a very efficient centre. 

We can set up a training centre there which can accommodate four to five students. 

We need to start working in countries like Bosnia, Georgia, Ukraine and other Russian states. 
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HOLLAND 



From Berlin, I travelled to Holland by train. It was a pleasant seven-hour journey and I enjoyed the scenic 
beauty of this part of Europe. 

I reached Holland on 1st February and was received by 
Brother Hink and his son Elvin at Dan Hague train 
station. Their warm welcome and great hospitality are 
highly commendable. 




Preparing for Islam One exam at Br Hink's house 
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Masjid e Qiblatain (Friday) 

I delivered the Friday sermon in Masjid e Qiblatain and led the prayer. 




First programme - AAIIL Den Haag (The Hague) 

Mr. Jerrel Santoe welcomed me by phone, and our first programme was arranged with AAIIL Den Haag 
(The Hague). The President of AAIIL Den Haag, Mr. Haroon Badloe, a very efficient person, invited me 
to deliver a lecture and participate in a question/answer session. The programme was well organized and 
there was great enthusiasm. My talk was on the topic "Islam promotes learning, not ignorance," which 
was much appreciated by all. 



Second programme - AAIIL Stitching 

The programme started with combined Magrib and Isha prayers. 

AAIIL Stitching arranged a well-organized programme on Saturday evening. 
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I was invited as guest speaker and was asked to talk on "The Concept of Gog and Magog and the Anti- 
Christ." I explained the concept with the aid of a Power Point Presentation, and a question/answer session 
followed. Mr. Noer Sardar presided and thanked me for my lecture. 



Dars-e Quran 

Brother Shabir Hoeseni invited me to attend the birthday celebration of his father, who is a very dedicated 
and devoted member. I was asked to deliver dars-e Quran. 




Br S. Hoeseni 's parents 



and 



other relatives 



The whole family had gathered at his father's house for dars-e Quran. It was a nice programme and I had 
the chance to meet very enthusiastic members of the Jammat. 

After the dars-e Quran, Brother Hoeseni and I left for the mosque where ajalsa was organized for the 
same evening. 



Friday prayer and meeting - Utrecht Jammat 

I delivered the Friday sermon in the Utrecht mosque, which is a standing glory of AAIIL Holland. A 
church was purchased and turned into a beautiful mosque. President of AAIIL Utrecht, Mr. Max Lai 
Mohammad, welcomed us and offered that I deliver the sermon. 



After the Friday prayer we gathered in the main hall and 
had a good discussion about the activities of the jammat. 
We thoroughly discussed a religious education training 
programme for the youths of the Holland Jammat. On 
behalf of Central Anjuman I offered services for the 
training course during the summer vacations. I also 
distributed audio CDs of Hazrat Mirza Sahib's books 
recorded and distributed by the Centre. 
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Den Haag Sirat-un Nabijalsa 

The same evening AAIIL Den Haag organized a Sirat-un Nabi jalsa in Masjid e Qiblatain, I was invited 
as a guest speaker to address a big gathering. 

Mr. Kaseim Sajik, a talented and promising young man is the new president of this jammat. On behalf of 
Hazrat Ameer and Central Anjuman I congratulated him and the new board members of this jammat and 
wished them best of luck for the future. 

I addressed the Jalsa on the topic "Issues affecting Muslim youth and the remedy." Brother Haroon 
Badloe, a very learned and dynamic personality, gave a summary of my Power Point Presentation in the 
Dutch language. Mr. A.S. Santoe addressed the gathering and announced the Jalsa in Berlin and invited 
the audience to participate. Brother Noer Sardar also addressed the jalsa and expressed thanks for the 
invitation and the organization of the jalsa. 

The programme ended with a closing dua by me, followed by mutual discussions with members. 




Dars-e Quran and book distribution ceremony at Brother Hink's house 

In the first phase of my stay in Holland, Mr. Hink was my host. During my second phase of the trip, I had 
a chance to stay with him for one day. 

His family members and other members of the jammat gathered at his place and I was asked to deliver 
dars-e Quran on "The rights of parents and the objectives of AAIIL." 

It was a very nice programme and I spent a good evening with devoted Ahmadis. 
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After the dars-e Quran, I distributed the book The Ahmadiyya Movement to all those who passed their 
Islam One exam. 
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Brother Hink invited me to give away a beautiful frame with Quranic verses with its Dutch translation. 
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The programme ended with closing clua by me, followed by a question/answer session. 

The Holland Jammat is a big one with good and developed infrastructure. I am sure with more effort we 
can make it a strong and vibrant jammat in Europe. 



SURINAME 

SIV-AAIIL (Suriname Islamic Association) 

I visited AAIIL Suriname from 10 February to 6 March. It was a very successful and fruitful trip. 

I was received by the President, Brother Dr. Robbert Bipat, and Vice-President, Brother Rahamat Hassan 
Khan at the airport. 

In Suriname we have a large number of members and it's a vibrant, active and progressive jammat. I 
delivered lectures in all the main branches of the SIV in Paramaribo. 




Nickeri 

I also visited and delivered the Friday Sermon and a lecture in the Nickeri district where we have three 
mosques. 

It was a very nice journey as there were more than sixteen members of the SIV and we all travelled 
together in a mini bus. The journey was pleasant and comfortable. 
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Preached Islam to non-Muslims 



I got a chance to preach Islamic and Ahmadiyya 
teachings to many non-Muslim visitors who 
visited our main mosque. It was a great 
opportunity to spread the message of Allah and 
the concept of AAIIL. 
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Mirsorak/a/sa 




Record radio programmes and audio books 



Thanks to God I was able to record 12 lectures for 
radio and I also recorded two books of Hazrat Mirza 
Sahib for audio CDs. 
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Meetings with SIV Board 

I had meetings with the SIV Board in which we resolved that all financial appeals should come through 
Hazrat Ameer or on his behalf by the Central Anjuman. All other appeals by any other jammats or 
persons will not be entertained. 



Mubaligh to be trained at Center 

It is a great achievement that the SIV, during my visit, motivated a young man for mubaligh training; he 
will be trained in the Centre. 




Dedicated imams of the SIV 



Jalsa at various branches 
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Current and future initiatives 

The SIV has offered an investment plan for Central Anjuman. Currently there are two options available: 
Central Anjuman can invest in building schools or houses for old people. 




Imparting education at SIV branches 




Meeting with Government Marriage Registrar 
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We have a great chance to promote our teachings through radio and television in Suriname. Mr. Faried 
Pierkhan has offered his radio and television services for the Jammat. Central Anjuman will help the SIV 
and the RBN with religious programmes on a weekly basis. 

The SIV has graciously offered all its services to the Central Anjuman, for which we are grateful. It was a 
very successful trip which has strengthened our ties with the SIV on strong footings. 




Farewell party 



GUYANA 

I visited the Guyana jammat for four days. The President of the Guyana Jammat, Mr. Alim Shah, received 
me at the airport and after a short break we set off on a four- hour journey for Berbice. 




Mr Alim Shah 



I addressed audiences in Berbice, New Amsterdam, and Georgetown. The Guyana jammat has seven 
mosques and very good infrastructure. 
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Some of the local members are working very hard to promote the Ahmadiyya cause. 




Central Anjuman will arrange audio/video programmes in the English language for the Guyana Jammat 
for education and training purposes. These programmes will be broadcast on radio and television. 

Central Anjuman will arrange for the English translation of the Holy Quran to be sent to the Guyana 
Jammat for distribution. 

This trip brought Central Anjuman closer to AAIIL Guyana and now we have mutual understanding in all 
issues. 
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TRINIDAD 



AAIIL-TT 



I visited the AAIIL Trinidad and Tobago for three days. The AAIIL Trinidad is a very active and efficient 
jammat in the region. I was received at the airport by Brothers Kemal Hydal, Dr. Ovel Seale, and Aziz 
Hosein. 

I was taken directly to the newly-constructed Ahmadiyya House where a training programme on health 
awareness had been organized. Forty young men and women were trained as trainers. 




The Trinidad jammat is well equipped with the latest technology and is using it for the training of 
jammats in and out of the region. 



24 




AAIIL Trinidad has a well developed infrastructure and the members are devoted to the cause. I had the 
opportunity to deliver lectures, Power Point Presentations, and I also got the opportunity to present my 
annual report. 




Maulana Kemal Hydal 



Andy Shah, a talented young speaker 
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Farida Mohammed, President, Trinidad Anjuman, receiving CDs 
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Dr Ovel Seale reciting from the Holy Qur'an 

Brother Kemal Hydal, Nadeem Hydal and I discussed many issues in details. 

I recommend that we should prepare a five-year plan to establish jammats in various regions. Three 
regions should be given priority. In South America, which is a big region, our respected brother, Dr. 
Hamza Rafeeq, has been appointed as Ambassador of Trinidad to Brazil so we can take full advantage of 
his presence there to establish ajammat in that country in particular and in the region in general. 

In the next five years we should work in the following regions which have the largest populations in the 
world: China, India, South America. 




AAIIL Trinidad is establishing a library in Ahmadiyya House. It has many important and valuable Urdu 
books to be scanned and uploaded on the website. It needs a young man from the Centre who should stay 
there at least for a month and prepare and make sure that all books are uploaded safely. 
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Cunjal jama' at 



Some members of the Executive and other dedicated members 




Ahmadiyya Muslim Literary Trust 

I also met with the members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Literary Trust and discussed issues of mutual 
interests. 
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The Trust arranged lecture by me with the National Muslim Women's Organization of Trinidad, where I 
delivered a talk to non-Ahmadi ladies, which was well received by the participants. 
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I was dropped at the airport by Sister Nadara, who had taken me around the tourist spots of Trinidad as 
well. 

I am grateful to all those who took care of me during my trip and made my trip successful. 

May Allah bless us all. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Akbar Abdullah 

Editor, The HOPE Bulletin 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 232811 

Sacramento, California 95823-0430, U.S.A. 

E-mail Address: akbar_786us@yahoo.com 

Telephone Number: (773) 539-6892 




"ISLAM" stands for I SHALL LOVE ALL MANKIND 
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